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Highlights included the sold-out Flagperson Certification 
course, the very well attended Hydraulic Safety Awareness 
course, the important Confined Space course, and a class 
with well respected WORKSAFELY™ Instructor Gregg Huff in 
Heavy Equipment Operator Basics. 

A reception for EXPO North sponsors, special guests, and 
Instructors is planned for Wednesday evening in Thompson.
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EXPO North hits Thompson, MB for three days of Education and Safety; over 
200 Delegates attend, with 22 exhibitors set to shine on day two!
The Manitoba Heavy Construction Association proudly 
kicked off EXPO North on Tuesday, February 25, 2014 in 
Thompson, Manitoba!  After months of planning with 
multiple stakeholders, sponsors, community and academic 
groups, regulators, and MHCA members, EXPO North proudly 
hosted over 25 sessions during Day 1, of EXPO North.  Over 
220 student delegates were registered for sessions at the 
recently completed TRCC (Thompson Regional Community 
Centre), VALE Inco training facility, and Office of the Fire 
Commissioner.  

Special guest speakers included Peter Paulic of SMOOK 
Contractors Ltd., Thompson Mayor Tim Johnston, Manitoba 
Hydro's Manager of Community Relations Mark Sweeney, 
and the WCB Director of SAFE Work Services Dwight Doell; 
EXPO North was blessed by Elder Jack Robinson.

MHCA President Chris Lorenc spoke, welcoming all in 
attendance as  "Making history, by committing themselves 
to self improvement and professional development.  The 
course sessions listed at EXPO North were vetted by 
industry, as being required learning to improve job safety, 
productivity and innovation - all characteristics the MHCA 
endorses."  

Day two gets underway on Wednesday, February 26 with 
over 190 student delegates in attendance, again at all three 
locations in and around Thompson.  
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• Non-rated work gloves, parkas, pants and coveralls, poorly insulated work boots and not wearing proper 
fleece helmet liners under hard hats can expose you to serious health and safety injury during the cold 
winter season

Check your body protection and ensure the following is in 
place:

• Protective gloves/mitts rated for extreme cold 
weather conditions 

• Thermal insulated high visibility coveralls or parka/
pants that are rated for protection from extreme cold 
weather conditions 

• Insulated steel toe boots with thermal socks 

• Fleece helment liners under hard hat, they are a 
good insulator. The longer the liner the better the 
protective from cold weather elements 

www.mhca.mb.ca 
02/2014

 SAFEGUARDS

 HAZARDS

Winter Personal Protective Equipment  
With extremely cold winter weather conditions it is important to wear  

properly rated winter clothing. 
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www.mhca.mb.ca 
02/2014

This Safety Talk is intended to bring awareness to workplace hazards and the measures to take to reduce or 
eliminate hazards. Print and review this talk with your staff, sign off and post on a bulletin board.  

File for audit purposes. 
Date:                                                                                          Company:                                                                  

Performed By:                                                                         Location:                                                                   

Name & Number of Safety Talk                                                                                                         

Employee Name:
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Infrastructure trumps crime for electorate
By: Dan Lett Republished from the Winnipeg Free Press print edition February 22, 2014  
 
In politics, there are certain enduring, predictable givens.

Older folk vote more often than young people. Summer elections tend to draw fewer voters than spring or fall votes. In a 
federal election, 40 per cent support among committed voters is usually a sign a party is about to win a majority government.  
These are some of the constants used to predict, sometimes with success, the outcome of electoral contests.  However, in 
recent years, it's become harder to peg the issues that drive voters to vote at all or support a particular party.

Case in point: Winnipeg's Probe Research reports in its latest newsletter infrastructure has now solidly overtaken crime/
justice issues and health as the major top-of-mind issue for voters.  This is a trend that first materialized in June 2013 and 
has been building for several quarters. In Probe's December 2013 poll, infrastructure now is top of mind for nearly a third of 
all respondents. That is more than civic/government issues and jobs/economy combined.

More importantly, it's more than three times the number of people who cited crime as the top, top-of-mind issue. That's 
remarkable because just a few months earlier, crime was still vying for the top spot.  Probe president Scott MacKay said 
there are a variety of theories about why infrastructure has taken off as a public concern and crime has fallen. First and 
foremost, there is less crime, and in particular, less violent crime, MacKay noted.

Although that is a trend that has been building for nearly 20 years, it seems the public is finally figuring out society is not 
nearly as violent or unsafe as politicians would sometimes have us believe.  Winnipeg, MacKay noted, has been the most 
skeptical big city in the country as far as that message is concerned. Poll results from other Canadian cities show much less 
anxiety about crime; Winnipeg has been the outlier in that respect for a long time, with very high levels of crime anxiety.

Winnipeg has had statistically higher violent crime rates, but not by a margin big enough to explain the elevated anxiety here, 
MacKay noted. However, even in Manitoba, that anxiety is lessening. And that could be a game changer in provincial and 
municipal politics.

It's important to note there are many different factors that can impact top-of-mind poll results. If there is a big weather 
event, then the weather can be a top-of-mind concern. The same goes with crime; a horrible and violent crime can often help 
that issue jump back up to the top of the deck.

Until recently, however, crime was a faithful go-to for politicians at all levels. The federal Conservatives have succeeded very 
well in rejecting hard data on falling crime rates in favour of histrionic anecdotal evidence. They have done this to galvanize a 
core vote that, for the last seven years, has been unassailable.

However, in the upcoming federal election (fall of 2015), the fact crime has fallen as an issue may turn out to be a problem 
for the Conservatives. Although fear of crime, and policies that seek to punish criminals more harshly, will play to the base, 
it's not clear the Tory base is as unassailable as it once was.  Engagement on federal political issues is fairly high right now. 
Although it is too early to predict whether voter turnout will go up in the next election, if Justin Trudeau's Liberals continue to 
ride on top of the polls, it's likely that will produce a small spike in the number of voters.

It's important to note Trudeau is deliberately downplaying crime and punishment in his policy platform, even in these early 
days. No politician who thought crime was a top-of-mind issue would ever publicly toy with the idea of legalizing marijuana. 
That is, however, just what Trudeau did, signalling he is either not interested in luring voters who are offended by the notion, 
or more interested in attracting new voters who like his anti-traditional stand.

Municipally and provincially, the shift in emphasis away from crime could be important to voting intentions in the next 
election, expected now in the spring of 2016.  No one knows for sure if incumbent Mayor Sam Katz will run again. However, 
as the candidate who had most vociferously staked out the crime and punishment agenda, the loss of emphasis on this one 
issue could be just another reason for him to retire from politics.

Provincially, the possibilities are even more intriguing. The ruling NDP are suffering significantly in public opinion polls, 
running well behind the Progressive Conservatives across the province. However, the New Democrats have most definitely 
pegged their re-election hopes on one issue: infrastructure.  

The introduction of a one-point bump in the provincial sales tax in the 2013 budget was poorly conceived and implemented. 
However, it is a policy that speaks directly to the issue that Probe respondents identified as their No. 1 top-of-mind concern.  
Is that enough to turn around the overall trend in opinion about the NDP? That, quite frankly, is an unanswerable question 
right now.  But it makes you wonder whether in two years time, if infrastructure continues to be in our thoughts, Manitobans 
will look at the PST increase in a different light. 
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structural difficulty, but even so, one way or another the 
situation threatens to weigh on export data. Tighter global 
liquidity is a budding threat not just to Canadian trade 
but to all trading economies. New regulations and the 
wind-up of extraordinary monetary measures suggest 
that finding money, particularly for emerging market 
trade, could be more tricky in the near future. Add to 
these issues soft Canadian business investment, crisis-
fueled global protectionism, and rising political unrest 
in a number of markets, and the headwinds are looking 
daunting. 

However, there is a decent list of positive factors, some of 
which suggest an imminent dissipation of key headwinds. 
First and foremost is world growth, led by US economic 
revival. Canada is already seeing very positive effects in 
exports that feed off key US leading indicators, suggesting 
that other exports will soon join the party. The weaker 
loonie, now 7 per cent lower than the 2013 average, 
suggests a boost of about 1 per cent to GDP, if sustained. 

At the same time, diversification of trade to fast-
growing emerging markets seems set to continue. Also, 
weakening of our domestic sector may push exporters 
who over the past few years sought refuge on the home 
front to re-engage with the external economy again. In a 
liquidity-constrained global market, the robust Canadian 
financial system may prove to be a great support to 
export activity. Add to that the trade and investment 
deals that Canada has inked and is currently working on, 
and the prospects for dynamic near-term export activity 
are further enhanced. 

Weak performance to date is eliciting fears that Canadian 
trade may be getting left behind this time around. 
However, business is understandably skittish after five 
years of global mayhem, and it still remains to be seen 
whether investment will step up to the plate again. The 
potential is strong, and companies have money. Moreover, 
there are nascent signs in the auto sector that significant 
investments could be on the way. Add that to the bevy of 
potential resource projects, and there is enough to make 
a case for a medium-term, export-oriented investment 
boom. Time will tell. 

The bottom line? When trade decides to grow again, it 
usually does so with a great surprising burst. It’s too early 
to write off Canadian trade, and given budding conditions, 
it’s best to keep an eye on this dynamic sector. 

 
When International trade collapsed in 2009, the Canadian 
economy turned inward, and for a change, discovered a 
steady source of growth. That source is now tapped out, 
and economy-watchers have for some time turned their 
eyes back to trade. So far, the view has been uninspiring. 
Will Canadian trade carry growth forward, or is our 
hopeful gaze in for a big disappointment? 

Over the last economic growth cycle, Canadian export 
growth outpaced the rest of the economy by a wide 
margin, averaging 5.6 per cent growth annually. Canada 
returned to this pace immediately following the 2008-09 
crisis. However, for the past two years, growth dipped 
to a pace just over 1 per cent annually, putting trade 
aspirations at great risk. There is some consolation in 
concurrent global performance. World export growth 
averaged just 2.9 per cent during the same period. Even 
so, on a relative basis, Canada continued to lose ground. 
Is an about-face possible, or are we in trouble? 

Canadian trade is indeed facing considerable headwinds. 
Weaker commodity prices are not helping. Net of the 
energy sector, year-to-year prices are down 10 per cent, 
and in spite of recent increases, energy prices have been 
pretty flat for the last two years. Volumes may be up, 
but margins are taking a hit. And those volumes could 
be higher, but transportation is increasingly an issue. 
Stalling of the Keystone pipeline construction has slowed 
US-bound oil flows. Increasingly, the industry is shipping 
by rail, which is creating constraints for other bulk 
shipments. 

A looming problem is labour supply. Enhanced 
globalization of trade is a means of getting around this 

Trade: Ready to Roll? 
Peter G. Hall,  EDC Vice-President and Chief Economist, February 27, 2014 

Peter G. Hall
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Breakfast with the Leaders Series

The Manitoba Heavy Construction Association is pleased to present the

7:30am – doors open 
8:00am – hot breakfast served 
8:20am – presentation followed by Q &A

$35.00 + gst / per person / per event

Christine Miller 

Manager of Events at 

Christine@mhca.mb.ca 

or by phone at 204-947-1379

To register please contact:  

All events will take place at the Victoria Inn and Conference Centre, 1808 Wellington Avenue.

Sponsorship Opportunity  for this Events includes:

Corporate signage at the event (banner, etc)
Sponsorship recognition with all related event marketing (emails/website/newsletter)

Opportunity to introduce/thank the speaker (2 – 3 minutes speaking opportunity)
Opportunity to leave promotional materials on the registration table.

One member of your company (complimentary ticket) to be seated at the Head Table.
Verbal recognition at the event by the Master of Ceremonies.

$350.00 + GST

April 22, 2014  The Honorable Greg Selinger  Premier of the Province of Manitoba

March 25, 2014  Mr. Brian Pallister  Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party

Heavy Construction Industry topics including “Sustained Strategic Infrastructure”

Thank you to Breakfast with the Leaders Sponsor: 
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These 15 courses o�er training for new workers, seasoned workers and management over 5 days.
The mandatory COR™ courses are being o�ered for companies that want to meet the condition of contract legislation.

WORKSAFELY™ Western Conference – St. John Ambulance – 3rd Floor of the Brandon Shoppers Mall – Brandon MB

March 3rd – 7th   AM Classes start at 8:30am – PM Classes start at 1:00pm – Evening classes start at 6:00pm

Full Day $120.00 – Half Day $85.00 – Lunch Included

March 3rd - 7th 2014 in Brandon, MB

WESTERN CONFERENCE

please contact 
Sarah Higgins at 204.947-1379 
or by email sarah@mhca.mb.ca

TO REGISTER

March 6th, 2014 
COR™ Auditor (full day – day 1 of 2)
First Aid/CPR (full day)
CSO Exam – Evening

March 7th, 2014 
COR™ Auditor (full day – day 2 of 2)
First Aid/CPR (full day)

March 3rd, 2014 
COR™ Leadership in Safety Excellence (full day – day 1 of 2)
WHMIS - AM
Safety Committee/Representative Training - PM

March 4th, 2014   
COR™ Leadership in Safety Excellence (full day – day 2 of 2)
Excavation & Trenching Awareness - AM
Flagperson - PM
Prime Contractor – Evening

March 5th, 2014 
COR™ Principles of Health & Safety Management (full day)
WHMIS - AM
Musculoskeletal Injury (MSI) – PM
Safety Administrator – Evening
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1585 Niakwa rd east
Winnipeg Mb  R2J 3T3
Ph# 1-866-953-5800
Fax# 1-204-953-5809
Website: www.quereltrailers.com

Heavy Duty Trailers 
Built for strength and dependability

• All T1 main beams.   • 2 to 1 safety factor in deck.   • Low profile gooseneck. 
• 8' 6", 9' wide, 10' wide available widths.   • Strongest and lightest tare weights.
• Standard models from 35 to 60 tons.   • Custom built models up to 100 tons.   

• High lift, hydraulic non-ground engaging gooseneck.  
Over 35" of vertical travel with 84" radius.     

• Single lever, 4-position adjustable 5th wheel height.   
• Air operated vertical gooseneck locking pin.

• 4 beam main frame 16" fully cambered.   
• Top flange reinforcement on outside flanges. 
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MANITOBA HEAVY CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATION 
Unit 3 -1680 Ellice Ave. Winnipeg MB R3H OZ2 

Tel: (204) 947-1379 Fax: (204) 943 -2279 www.mhca.mb.ca

   Manitoba Infrastructure & Transportation (as of February 27, 2014)  
                                                       www.gov.mb.ca/tgs/contracts/tenders/index.html 

TENDER NO. 6419 - DEPOSITING AND STOCKPILING TRAFFIC GRAVEL 
Location: Arden-Oakville area     Tender Availability: Currently available 
Tender Due: 12:00 Noon, March 4, 2014    Owner: Infrastructure and Transportation    
Phone: 204-945-3637 
The work involves supplying, crushing, loading, hauling, depositing and stockpiling traffic gravel on, or for use on, roads in the Municipalities 
of Glenella, Westbourne, Lansdowne, Lakeview, North Norfolk, Rosedale and Portage La Prairie. Major items of work include: 
• 13 100 t of Supply/Deposit Traffic Gravel, Class "C" (Modified) 
• 4 000 t of Stockpiling Traffic Gravel, Class "A"

TENDER NO. 6415 - STRUCTURE REHABILITATION  
Location: At Birch River on PTH 1E (WBL), 4.8 km East of PR 506  Tender Availability: Currently available 
Tender Due: 12:00 Noon, March 6, 2014    Owner: Infrastructure and Transportation    
Phone: 204-945-3637 
The work involves rehabilitation of and modifications to abutment walls and footings, wingwalls and pier; replacement of superstructure 
including steel girders; approach roadworks and all associated work for the two-span bridge over Birch River on Provincial Trunk Highway 
1 (Westbound Lanes), located 4.8 km east of provincial Road 506 (East of Prawda) East of Northeast 1/4 of Section 10-08-13E in the 
Municipality of Reynolds, Province of Manitoba, Bridge Site No. 2676-01.

TENDER NO. 6420 - SUPPLYING AND DEPOSITING TRAFFIC GRAVEL 
Location: Sanford-Teulon Area     Tender Availability: Currently available 
Tender Due: 12:00 Noon, March 6, 2014    Owner: Infrastructure and Transportation    
Phone: 204-945-3637 
The work involves supplying and crushing, loading, hauling, depositing traffic gravel on, or for use on, roads in the Municipalities of Cartier, 
Rockwood, Rosser, Woodlands, MacDonald, St. Andrews, West St. Paul, Armstrong, St. Francois Xavier and St. Laurent.  Major items of work 
include: 
• 20 600 t of Supply/Deposit Traffic Gravel, Class "C" (Modified) 
• 8 500 t of Supply/Deposit Traffic Gravel, Class "A" (Modified) 

TENDER NO. 6418 - BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT 
Location: PTH 10, Wanless to PTH 39 (North of The Pas)  Tender Availability: Currently available 
Tender Due: 12:00 Noon, March 13, 2014    Owner: Infrastructure and Transportation    
Phone: 204-945-3637 
The work involves construction of a bituminous pavement overlay including cold in-place recycling of the existing surface, shoulder 
preparation, and granular base course shoulders on Provincial Trunk Highway 10, from Wanless to Provincial Trunk Highway 39 for a total 
construction distance of approximately 29.6 km in the Unorganized Electoral Division of The Pas. Major items of work include: 
• 70 000 t of Bituminous Pavement Class "B" and "C" (Modified) 
• 211 000 m2 of Cold in-Place Recycling 
• 60 000 t of Granular Base Course Class "A" Shoulders (Modified)

TENDER NO. 6421 - BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT  
Location: PTH 10, North of Red Deer River to 19.8 km South of Overflowing River 
Tender Availability: Currently available    Tender Due: 12:00 Noon, March 18, 2014 
Owner: Infrastructure and Transportation    Phone: 204-945-3637 
The work involves construction of granular base course, bituminous pavement and bituminous pavement shoulders on Provincial Trunk 
Highway 10, from approximately 1.5 km North of Red Deer River, northerly for a total construction distance of approximately 14.6 km in 
Unorganized Territory.  Major items of work include: 
• 30 900 t of Recycled Bituminous Pavement Class "B" 
• 19 100 t of Bituminous Pavement Class "B" 
• 60 000 t of Granular Base Course Class "A" 
• 3 000 m3 of Solid Rock Excavation (Controlled)
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(M) Indicates MHCA member / (COR™) Indicates an MHCA WORKSAFELY CORTM Certified Company 

MANITOBA HEAVY CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATION - 3-1680 Ellice Avenue, Winnipeg MB R3H OZ2 
Tel: (204) 947-1379 Fax: (204) 943-2279  Email: brenda@mhca.mb.ca

 Manitoba Infrastructure & Transportation  www.gov.mb.ca/tgs/contracts/
tenders/index.html (as of February 27, 2014)

TENDER NO. 6410 - BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT, PTH 23, PR 244 TO ST. LEON ACCESS (PR 666)
Closing: February 18, 2014     Results: 
(M) Nelson River Construction Inc. COR TM   $2,430,175.00 
(M) Maple Leaf Construction Ltd. COR TM    $2,447,684.00 
(M) Borland Construction Inc. COR TM    $2,451,597.50 
(M) Mulder Construction & Materials Ltd. COR TM   $2,540,970.00 
(M) Bituminex Paving Ltd. COR TM    $2,574,963.53

TENDER NO. 6411 - GRANULAR BASE COURSE AND ASPHALT SURFACE TREATMENT, PR 373, MINAGO 
RIVER TO 21.8 KM NORTH OF MINAGO RIVER
Closing: February 20, 2014     Results: 
(M) Smook Contractors Ltd. COR TM    $1,760,600.00 
(M) Moncrief Construction Ltd.      $1,850,160.00 
(M) Hugh Munro Construction Ltd. COR TM   $1,973,400.00

TENDER NO. 6412 - STOCKPILING TRAFFIC GRAVEL (EPP), ARDEN AREA
Closing: February 18, 2014     Results:  
(M) Nelson River Construction Inc. COR TM   $131,100.00 
(M) Collet Gravel Inc. COR TM     $191,000.00 
Hanslip A D Excavating & Demolition Ltd.     $329,600.00

TENDER NO. 6413 - GRADE, BASE AND BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT PTH 1, 1.6 KM WEST OF EAST JCT OF 
PR 254 TO VIRDEN (WESTBOUND LANES)
Closing: February 20, 2014     Results: 
(M) Russell Redi Mix Concrete COR TM    $8,049,495.00 
(M) Mulder Construction and Materials Ltd. COR TM   $9,368,489.00 
(M) Nelson River Construction Inc. COR TM   $10,182,215.00 
(M) Hugh Munro Construction Ltd. COR TM   $10,395,405.00 
(M) Borland Construction Inc. COR TM    $10,468,445.00 
Hoban Equipment Ltd.     $13,192,320.00

City of Winnipeg (as of February 25, 2014) www.winnipeg.ca

EVALUATED RESULTS

TENDER NO. 36-2014 - FERRY ROAD - RIVERBEND COMBINED SEWER RELIEF, CONTRACT NO. 3
Closing: February 11, 2014     Results: 
(M) Borland Construction Inc. COR TM     $2,851,190.00 
(M) Beaver Sewer & Water Services Ltd. COR TM    $2,974,170.00 
(M) Darco Enterprises COR TM      $2,969,500.00 
(M) Al-San Underground Ltd. COR TM     $3,078,850.00

UNEVALUATED RESULTS
TENDER NO. 118-2014 - NORTH AREA - NORTH RESTORATION OF WINTER BOULEVARD CUTS
Closing: February 21, 2014     Results: 
J & D Penner Ltd.      $58,234.42 
RNG Pro Construction     $72,400.00 
B & B Landscape      $88,545.00 
Veert Landscaping Inc.     $92,750.00
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