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It proposes to make such investment incrementally to 
existing programming and dedicating the 1% increase in the 
PST to those objectives. 

"Every dollar raised from the new point of PST will be fully 
dedicated to new investments in core infrastructure -- 
over and above existing spending levels.  These strategic 
investments will help power our economy.    
     continued on page 2 ...
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SPEECH FROM THE THRONE - NEXT STEPS - Infrastructure, the Economy & Jobs

The MHCA has been the lead champion advocating the 
linkages between investment in infrastructure and economic 
growth at the local, provincial, regional and national levels. 

The most recent venue was on November 4, 2013 when the 
MHCA participated in and presented at a meeting with five 
lead Manitoba government ministers (Ministers Howard, 
Struthers, Oswald, Ashton and Chief) and 12 provincial 
stakeholder organizations to discuss infrastructure 
investment, economic growth and jobs. 

A consensus emerged that sustained and strategic 
investments in core (not social) infrastructure are linked to 
productivity, competitiveness, economic growth, jobs and 
revenues to government with which it funds social quality of 
life programs. 

There was strong agreement that the 1% PST increase 
must be dedicated by law to core infrastructure, focus 
on economic growth investments - core municipal; key 
provincial transportation and strategic economic projects - 
be transparent, accountable and reviewed annually for go 
forward adjustments. 

We are pleased to advise that there is much of MHCA's  
message to be found and reflected in the November 12, 
2013 Speech from the Throne.  The Speech focused to a large 
extent on messaging economic growth and the linkages 
to growth associated with strategic investment in core 
infrastructure.
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Speech from the Throne continued

They will be made up of:   
• highways, bridges and strategic transportation infrastructure; 
• flood protection; and 
• municipal infrastructure, including roads, water and sewer.

Over five years, investments in these key areas are expected to reach a record $5.5 billion."  The Speech identified some key 
trade and transportation priorities: 
• multi-year $215 million complete reconstruction of Highway #75 to interstate standards for floods. The $215 million in new 
investments will allow the remaining northbound lanes to be built to those same standards.   
 
Work to bring the highway to interstate standards will include: 
* rebuilding 53 kilometers on northbound lanes of PTH 75 from St. Jean Baptiste to St. Adolphe;  
* constructing new bridges over the Morris River (north of Morris) and the Plum River (south of Morris) that will complement 
existing flood protection infrastructure for the area. 
 Major upgrades to Highway #1 - a critical trade route - between Winnipeg and the Ontario border.  
• Major investments to the Perimeter Highway system will consolidate the benefits offered by CentrePort, Manitoba’s inland 
port. These will include phased reconstruction of the southwest Perimeter Highway, advancing design work on interchanges 
to improve traffic flow, and moving forward on a new bypass around Headingly to divert heavy truck traffic and enhance 
safety.  
• The government will go beyond its initial commitment for phase two of rapid transit to the University of Manitoba. It 
committed to invest in a larger integrated project that will include adding an additional lane to the Pembina underpass, and 
improving active transportation and safety.

Investments will also be made to improve roads and highways connecting communities in Manitoba. 
• Complete the re-paving of Highway 9 from Winnipeg up to Winnipeg Beach. 
• Highway 10 will receive major investments south of Brandon to the US border, and north of Brandon to Minnedosa. 

Work will also begin on a multi-year improvement project between Bakers Narrows and Flin Flon. 
• More than 100 km will be re-paved on Highway 6, and intersection improvements made near Ashern. 
• Major resurfacing of Highway 59 from Brokenhead First Nation to beyond Grand Beach, will lead up to future plans to twin 
the highway. 
• Additional work on PR 373 to Norway House and PR 374 to Cross Lake will be undertaken as part of a multi-year plan to 
completely surface these roads.

Southwest Manitoba growth will be sustained by investment in new infrastructure. The government will partner with the 
City of Brandon on a major investment in the redevelopment of the Daly Overpass to ease congestion and improve safety on 
18th Street.

In response to two external reviews of the 2011 flood, the infrastructure plan will also see significantly increased 
investments for flood protection, including a permanent outlet for Lake Manitoba and Lake St. Martin.   Work will also 
be undertaken on the Portage Diversion, Shellmouth Dam and the Assiniboine River dike enhancements.   These flood 
protection improvements will be undertaken while the government continues with the 2011 flood recovery and repairs at key 
water control structures like the Wawanesa Dam and Gardenton Floodway.

The above do not include announcements just made related to the extension of the rapid transit corridor in Winnipeg a 
roughly $600 million program and others which will likely be made and are outside the highways construction program.  The 
MHCA agrees that targeted, strategic investments in core economic infrastructure will provide a solid a solid foundation for 
steady growth and resulting good jobs for years to come.

The MHCA will of course monitor to ensure that the commitments in the Speech from the Throne are reflected in its actions 
which follow.  A first such step was a letter to Premier Selinger (see reproduction on following page) copied to five key and 
lead ministers urging their implementation of three key recommendations to ensure that the program flows, namely: an 
Annual and Five-Year Capital Budget; Rolling Budget/Carry Forward Capital Expenditures and Early Tender Schedule and 
Timely Awards Practices. 

Chris Lorenc, B.A., LL.B., 
President MHCA 
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   Unit 3 - 1680 Ellice Avenue, Winnipeg, MB R3H 0Z2
  T (204) 947 1379; F (204) 943 2279 www.mhca.mb.ca 

November 20, 2013

The Honourable Greg Selinger
Premier,
Province of Manitoba
Room 204
Legislative Building 450 Broadway
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 0V8

Dear Premier Selinger,

The MHCA is pleased to support a number of directions you have recently led your government towards and respectfully offers 
below, three recommendations designed to help ensure the new direction’s success.

In resetting the provincial cabinet, you are leading with a focus on economic growth, jobs, and fiscal management - investing 
money effectively - all in the context ultimately of funding societal priorities. This recognizes that economic growth creates 
jobs, which generates revenues to government enabling social program funding which shapes our quality of life.

Your government’s Speech from the Throne on November 12, 2013 continued with a significant focus on the economy and the 
linkages to growth associated with strategic investment in core infrastructure. It proposes to make such investment incre-
mentally to existing  programming by dedicating the 1% increase in the PST to those objectives. 

 “Every dollar raised from the new point of PST will be fully dedicated to new investments in core  infrastructure 
-- over and above existing spending levels.  

These strategic investments will help power our economy. They will be made up of:
•	 highways, bridges and strategic transportation infrastructure; flood protection; and municipal infrastructure, 

including roads, water and sewer. 

•	 Over five years, investments in these key areas are expected to reach a record $5.5 billion.”

ENHANCED PROGRAM MANAGEMENT
Augmented capital programs must be accompanied by enhanced program management tools and strategies, failing which 
program dollars will not be spent efficiently and infrastructure assets will not be built within announced timelines or pre-
budget estimates - counter-productive to the program objectives and public best interests.  Conversely, ensuring advanced 
capital program information, predictability, and program management efficiencies can have the effect of enhancing program 
dollars by an efficiency factor of between 10-15%.

Accordingly, the MHCA respectfully recommends that your government implement the following three steps within this new 
historic program initiative ideally in time for the 2014 construction season:
 
1. Annual and Five-Year Capital Budget
An annual and five year capital program budget provides the ability for industry - including design, construction, supply and 
related - to organize its resources, human and capital, around predictable capital priorities. This is paramount to competitive 
bidding at all levels.  
                                                                                             ....2 
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2. Rolling Budget/Carry Forward Capital Expenditures
Consistent with fiscal and policy flexibility is the ability to manage infrastructure investments on a multi-year basis (rolling 
capital budget) without the limiting and inefficient practice of lapsing and re-appropriating funds in the subsequent fiscal year. 
Government should eliminate the practice of lapsing annual appropriations and permit line departments to carry forward 
capital expenditures. 

3. Early Tender Schedule and Timely Awards Practices

Early release of the construction tender schedule, followed by tender calls and timely contract awards, allows in this case the 
province and municipalities to be first in the market place and benefit by competitive bidding.   

We recommend that the following practices be implemented and resourced appropriately:
• That the program tender schedule be consistently released annually by the end of November 

• That 80 per cent of the program be tendered and awarded December through March/April

• That the next 10 per cent (plus any augmented budget amounts) be tendered and awarded before the end of April/May; 
and 

• That the remaining 10 per cent tendered and awarded before the end of June. 

The cumulative benefits of the above three recommendations will result in the following:

• improvement in meeting and delivering capital investment priorities 

• enhanced labor productivity, supply logistics and program management thereby lowering costs

• more competitors therefore more competitive bidding resulting in lower construction costs thereby further enhancing the 
program dollar purchasing value 

• a longer construction season which increases direct and indirect employee income, reduces seasonal dependency on social 
programs, and lowers company overhead charges 

• more predictable program scheduling, budgeting and delivery

• accelerated construction project completion 

• significantly more corporate, income and PST taxation revenues to the provincial government

We strongly urge you and your government to adopt the above three practices as soon as possible.  We are willing at any 
time to assist in further discussion and implementation.

Yours very respectfully,

MANITOBA HEAVY CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATION (MHCA)

Per:      

  
 Henry Borger, M.Sc., MBA        Chris Lorenc, B.A., LL.B.,

 Chair MHCA          President  MHCA

cc: Hon. Jennifer Howard, Minister of Finance 

 Hon. Theresa Oswald, Minister of Jobs and the Economy

 Hon. Steve Ashton, Minister of Infrastructure & Transportation

 Hon. Stan Struthers, Minister of Municipal  Government

 Hon. Kevin Chief, Minister for the City of Winnipeg
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Visa / MC / AMEX #:                                                                                       Exp. Date: 

Friday, November 29, 2013    8am - 11:30pm
Winnipeg Convention Centre - Room 5 (Main Floor)  

 

Keynote Speaker:

 

Mayor Sam Katz, City of Winnipeg

 
 

 
 
 

 
 Awards, Year In Review & Membership Presentations to follow.

$40.00 + GST/person 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Company:                                                                                                       Contact Person:  
 
Phone:                                               Fax:                                                      Please Invoice:  
 

 
 
Card Holder Name:                                                                                         Signature:   
 
Fax this form to Christine at the MHCA office @ 204-943-2279  
 For more information call 204-947-1379 or email christine@mhca.mb.ca

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

 

 

 

Friday, November 29, 2013
•  Cocktails: 6:30pm
•  Dinner: 7:30pm
•  Tables of 8 and 10
$195 + GST / person (all inclusive)

No. of Tickets  

Delta Winnipeg:
•  Room rates starting at $129/night
•  Reservations: 1-800-311-4990
•  Block Name: M_H_C_A  Code: MANI

Chairman’s Gala

Greetings from: The Honourable Steve Ashton, Minister of Infrastructure and Transportation.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

No. of tickets:

‘MHCA GALA OF OUR STARS’
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Leading Change in the Construction Industry: 
Leadership, Management and Entrepreneurship for 
2020 and Beyond 
Winnipeg Technical College is seeking your ideas - On 10 December 2013, please  
join 60 other invited visionary guests at a discussion forum.
We all know that the construction industry, like so many Manitoba industries, is experiencing a shortage of skilled 
workers at all levels. 

To achieve its economic potential, the construction industry must proactively develop the next generation of 
supervisors, managers and entrepreneurs to become the leaders of tomorrow.

Join with Winnipeg Technical College to create a sustainable leadership development plan for WTC alumni and for 
the construction industry.   

As active members of the economic fabric of Manitoba, your input is essential.

When: December 10, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Where: Winnipeg Technical College’s Henlow Campus (130 Henlow Bay).

Lunch will be provided by Chef Scott Grant and WTC Culinary Arts & Sciences students.

Guest speakers will present some thought- provoking ideas during morning plenary sessions. In the afternoon 
we will work together to identify ideas, strategies and consequential forums that WTC can consider in its planning 
and implementation.

• John Schubert – President McCaine Electric and VP of Business Development Canem Systems Ltd, Chair of 
the Board of Governors at Winnipeg Technical College, 2012 Chair of the Board for the Canadian Construction 
Association.

• Iain Geeves -  Assistant Site Supervisor, Streetside Construction

• Joe Ranieri – Director, Corporate & Business Development, Algonquin College, Ottawa

Please RSVP by November 29, 2013; there are three ways to RSVP to this invitation:
1.Online RSVP (Preferred):  Please go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Dec_10_Forum_register to respond.  
This will allow us to successfully capture any dietary considerations for lunch. 

2. If you experience challenges in using the URL, please email your response to rsvpevent@wtc.mb.ca and enter 
Construction Forum in the subject line. 

Please provide your name, email address, phone number and any dietary concerns. 

3. Call (204) 989-6653 (8 a.m.-4 p.m. M-F) and provide your name, email address, phone number and any dietary 
concerns. 

Upon confirmation, you will be emailed directions to the college and provided with an agenda. We look forward to 
your response and hope to see you for this exciting discussion on December 10, 2013.  

If you are unable to attend, we would still like your opinion. Please take 3 minutes to complete a brief survey. We 
will present findings at the December 10 event.   
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MB_Construction_Symposium_2013
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To Register:    
Email: sarah@mhca.mb.ca  

OR  Fax: 204-943-2279

 

Training Schedule
Construction Safety Excellence ™Winnipeg Schedule:

Training Schedule:

www.mcha.mb.ca/worksafely
FOR THE FULL CALENDAR

ph: 204.947.1379   fx: 204.943.2279
www.mhca.mb.ca

For any other training requests and to register please contact:
Sarah Higgins at sarah@mhca.mb.ca or by phone at 204-594-9060

Please note that a minimum of 6 students is required to hold the training.
WORKSAFELY™ policy states cancellation must be made at 

least twobusiness days in advance otherwise 
full course fee charge will apply.

*This training is open to anyone, Training for Aborginal Communities building winter roads will be sponsored 
by Manitoba Infrastructure and Transportation

Winter Roads Training will be held in Winnipeg Manitoba at the 
MHCA Office, 3-1680 Ellice Ave., December 9th – December 13th

COR™ Leadership in Safety Excellence 
COR™ Principles of Health & Safety Management 
WHIMIS
COR™ Auditor
Winter Roads Training 
Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG)
First Aid  
(Please Note: First Aid is not a sponsored course. 
Course cost is $75.00 per person)

December 9th
December 10th
December 10th (p.m)
December 11th
December 12th
December 12th (p.m)
December 13th

WINNIPEG, MB
WINTER ROADS TRAINING 

COR™ Leadership in Safety Excellence

COR™ Principles of Health & Safety Management

COR™ Auditor 

December 2-3

December 4

December 5-6
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but that doesn't explain either the isolated aggressive 
gains or the developed-market losses. Is it the 
multiple, potentially havoc-wreaking global risks that 
followed the recession? Maybe, but they have recently 
moderated. 

Maybe it's China's fault. After all, its labour markets 
are tightening, dissuading companies scanning the 
globe for sources of abundant, inexpensive workers. 
But if so, we would see evidence of that investment 
going elsewhere, and to date, that's not obvious in 
the numbers. Moreover, FDI to China actually posted 
a reasonable gain in the January-June period. Could it 
be access to credit? Possibly, but if companies really 
want to invest, they have the cash. So far, none of 
these typical factors that stymie investment makes a 
compelling case for sluggish FDI performance. 

Truth be told, the hesitation in current FDI is likely 
more normal than not. Businesses typically invest 
when they are convinced that they have to in order 
to process the inflow of orders. When they have 
spare capacity - as they did in spades following the 
recession - they hold back until they've used it up. 
They thought that was the case in 2010 and 2011, 
when massive stimulus created the illusion of a 
recovery - but that faded fast, leading to today's tepid 
FDI activity. They will invest again - but only when an 
upsurge of activity compels them to. Until then, we'll 
have to be content with what we get. 

Fortunately, Canada is one of the few that is bucking 
the global trend. Thus far in 2013, FDI inflows are 
up 44 per cent, and the recent $36 billion Petronas 
announcement, together with interest from other 
sources, bodes well for future growth. Canada's rich 
resources, solid economic structure and economic 
prospects will likely remain an effective magnet for 
future foreign investment. 

The bottom line? UNCTAD's mid-year checkup 
of foreign investment flows is uninspiring - but 
thankfully, those flows aren't an economic bellwether. 
As global activity picks up, so too will investment 
flows. Widespread aging of the population suggests 
that FDI will play an even greater role in the next 
economic cycle, as international sourcing of labour is 
added to the list of reasons to do it. 

 

World political leaders still have an axe to grind with 
business. Corporations are still sitting on a vast cash-
stash, and don't seem to be in a hurry to invest. The 
same is true of cross-border investments. From a low 
level in 2012, they are eking out very modest growth 
thus far in 2013. Will business hesitation hold back the 
world economy indefinitely, or is there hope that things 
will turn around? 

Global foreign direct investment (FDI) plunged by a 
stunning 33 per cent in 2009 as the world tumbled into 
the Great Recession. However, by 2011 solid growth 
lifted FDI up to a level just 9 per cent below the 2008 
level. Something spooked investors in 2012, though, 
shoving FDI back down by 18 per cent. In the first half 
of 2013, FDI is up, but by a slim 3.8 per cent. Seems like 
we have waited a long time for a resurgence, only to get 
a relapse. Is it temporary, or are we in trouble? 

So far this year, weakness is widespread. Collectively, 
emerging markets are growing 8.8 per cent, but take 
away the impressive gains in Russia and Mexico, 
and total FDI is actually contracting by 5.5 per cent 
across a broad swath of emerging markets. Together, 
developed-market FDI is down 12 per cent in the first 
half of the year, with few gainers. Five years beyond the 
crisis-point, the figures aren't comforting. 

Is there a good explanation for current performance? 
Discouragement could be a factor - after all, five years 
is a long time to wait for true recovery. Yet business 
confidence numbers argue against gloom. Could it be 
the nascent slowdown in emerging markets? Perhaps, 

Canada Bucking Global FDI Trend  
Peter G. Hall,  EDC Vice-President and Chief Economist, November 22, 2013 

Peter G. Hall
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1585 Niakwa rd east
Winnipeg Mb  R2J 3T3
Ph# 1-866-953-5800
Fax# 1-204-953-5809
Website: www.quereltrailers.com

• All T1 main beams.   • 2 to 1 safety factor in deck.   • Low profile gooseneck. 
• 8' 6", 9' wide, 10' wide available widths.   • Strongest and lightest tare weights.
• Standard models from 35 to 60 tons.   • Custom built models up to 100 tons.   

• High lift, hydraulic non-ground engaging gooseneck. Over 35" of vertical travel with 84" radius.     
• Single lever, 4-position adjustable 5th wheel height.   • Air operated vertical gooseneck locking pin.

• 4 beam main frame 16" fully cambered.   • Top flange reinforcement on outside flanges. 

Heavy Duty Trailers 
Built for strength and dependability
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MANITOBA HEAVY CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATION 
Unit 3 -1680 Ellice Ave. Winnipeg MB R3H OZ2 

Tel: (204) 947-1379 Fax: (204) 943 -2279 
www.mhca.mb.ca

   Manitoba Infrastructure & Transportation (as of November  22, 2013)  
                                                       www.gov.mb.ca/tgs/contracts/tenders/index.html 

C.O. X21124 – INSTALLATION OF UNDERGROUND TRAFFIC SIGNAL PLANT
Location: Various Locations in the Town of Morden

Tender Availability: Currently available

Tender Due: 12:00 Noon, November 26, 2013

Owner: Infrastructure and Transportation   Phone: 204-945-3637

The work involves the installation of underground electrical conduits, fish line (waxed twine), all underground electrical cables, 
concrete bases and any related underground work for the traffic control devices at the locations listed.

C.O. X04427 – GRADE & GRAVEL
Location: PR 279, North of PR 588

Tender Availability: Currently available

Tender Due: 12:00 Noon, November 28, 2013

Owner: Infrastructure and Transportation   Phone: 204-622-2061

The work involves approximately 5,735 m3 granular fill, 2,000 m3 base course & supply & install 12,880 m2 geotextile on PR 
588.

TENDER NO. 6381 – BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION
Location: At Little Souris River on PR 348 (Southwest of Brandon)

Tender Availability: Currently available

Tender Due: 12:00 Noon, November 28, 2013

Owner: Infrastructure and Transportation   Phone: 204-945-3637

The work involves construction of a Three Span Bridge over Little Souris River on Provincial Road 348, located in East of 
Southeast ¼ Section 01-09-20W, in the Municipality of Whitehead, Bridge Site No. 3426-10.

 
TENDER NO. 6382 – SPOT ROAD IMPROVEMENTS
Location: PR 513, East of PTH 6 to Dauphin River First Nation

Tender Availability: Currently available

Tender Due: 12:00 Noon, November 28, 2013

Owner: Infrastructure and Transportation   Phone: 204-945-3637

The work involves construction of a crushed rock embankment with a traffic gravel surface and through grade culvert replace-
ments in various locations on Provincial Road 513, from 34km East of Provincial Trunk Highway 6 to 69km East of Provincial 
Trunk Highway 6 for a total construction distance of approximately 3 km in the Electoral Division of Interlake.  Major items of 
work include:

• 479 m of Placing Culverts, Group “A” & “B”  (Modified)

• 44 800 t of Crushed Rock 125mm and 50mm Minus Limestone

• 3 620 t of Stone Rip Rap, Class 350mm
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M.W.S.B. NO. 1127 – SOUTHWEST REGIONAL WATER CO-OP WATER TREATMENT PLANT TREATMENT, 
TREATMENT EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION
Sealed tenders will be received by The Manitoba Water Services Board, Imperial Square, 2010 Currie Blvd., Box 22080, Brandon, 
MB R7A 6Y9 up to 11:00 AM on November 29, 2013 for the following works:

• Construction of civil, electrical and mechanical works for the treatment equipment installation at the Southwest Regional 
Water Co-op Treatment Plant. 

Phone: 204-726-6076

M.W.S.B. No. 1133 – SOUTHWEST REGIONAL WATER CO-OP WATER TREATMENT EQUIPMENT 
INSTALLATION
Sealed tenders will be received by The Manitoba Water Services Board, Imperial Square, 2010 Currie Blvd., Box 22080, Brandon, 
MB R7A 6Y9 up to 11:00 AM on November 29, 2013 for the following works:

• Construction of civil, electrical and mechanical works for the treatment equipment 

Installation at the Southwest Regional Water Co-op Water Treatment Plant.

Phone: 204-726-6076

Manitoba Infrastructure & Transportation 

www.gov.mb.ca/tgs/contracts/tenders/index.html (as of November 22, 2013)
No results this week
City of Winnipeg (as of November 22, 2013) www.winnipeg.ca

UNEVALUATED RESULTS
TENDER NO. 885-2013 – 2013 WASTEWATER SEWER RENEWALS BY CIPP LINING
Closing: November 14, 2013
Results:
Insituform Technologies Limited   $2,317,824.39   
Capital Sewer Services     $2,694,932.00

Clean Water Works Inc.    $2,536,053.00

MANITOBA HEAVY CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATION 
Unit 3 -1680 Ellice Ave. Winnipeg MB R3H OZ2 

Tel: (204) 947-1379 Fax: (204) 943 -2279 
www.mhca.mb.ca

                                                         OTHER

 

(M) Indicates MHCA member / (COR™) Indicates an MHCA WORKSAFELY CORTM Certified Company 
MANITOBA HEAVY CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATION - 3-1680 Ellice Avenue, Winnipeg MB R3H OZ2 

Tel: (204) 947-1379 Fax: (204) 943-2279  Email: brenda@mhca.mb.ca 
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