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MHCA opposes Bill 34; offers recommendation
(June 11, 2012) 

Earlier this week, Chris 
Lorenc, President of 
the Manitoba Heavy 
Construction Association 
(MHCA), appeared before 
the House Standing 
Committee on Human 
Resources at the Manitoba 
Legislature. Mr. Lorenc 
shared his disapproval of 
the lack of transparency and 
private sector consultation 
surrounding the drafting of 

Bill 34 – The Public Private Partnership Transparency and 
Accountability Act (P3 Legislation). 

In addition to addressing Bill 34 concerns on behalf of MHCA, 
a recommendation was presented that the government 
mandate a group of private / public sector subject matter 
experts and practitioners to review best practices across 
jurisdictions and recommend what regulatory framework, 
best practices and accompanying structure, if any, would 
make sense for Manitoba.  
 
 

The full MHCA Bill 34 presentation can be viewed and/or 
downloaded here:

 www.mhca.mb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/MHCA-_
Presentation_Bill_34_June-2012.pdf

While opposing Bill 34, Mr. Lorenc told the Committee the 
MHCA fully supports P3s as but one method of providing 
municipalities, provinces and the federal government with 
access to investment. He added, P3s provide a cost-certain, 
competitive, performance based contractual arrangement 
with appropriate safe guards for cost and investment value.
 Continued on Page 2...   

Groundbreaking

Chris Lorenc
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  MHCA opposes Bill 34, continued from Page 1...

Other key concerns pointed out on behalf of the MHCA 
include:

Regulations will be developed before the law is brought  »
into force. 

Language in the Act is so broad, any definition a regulator   »
wishes to impose can be done potentially without any 
transparent or accountable public debate. 

Authority to shape the law’s ideology through  »
regulation is in itself the opposite of transparency and 
accountability, which this legislation was designed to 
address.

First Nations are excluded from the legislation. Perhaps  »
this is because of a division of federal/provincial 
jurisdiction, but the rationale is not stated and should be 
clarified.

Private proprietary information such as commercial,  »
financial or intellectual property can be disclosed to the 
public, discouraging the private sector to bid on P3s.

 
WCB needs your voice by taking 
an important Survey 

The Workers Compensation 
Board of Manitoba (WCB) and 
Workplace Safety & Health 
(WS&H) want to ensure that 
Manitoba workplaces have 
access to the information and 
services they need to reduce 
work-related injuries and 
illness 

The WCB via MNP is offering you the opportunity to provide 
input regarding what your workplace already has, and what 
you need to help improve safety in your workplace.

The survey can be taken online here:

http://winnipeg.mnpthinkingfwd.ca/workplaceinjuryandillnessprevention/

Save the Date!
March 17-21, 2013

Disney’s Yacht & Beach Club Resorts

Lake Buena vista, FL

all of this and more at the WCR&hCa 2013 Convention...Magical!

PRouDLY hoSteD BY the ManitoBa 
heavY ConStRuCtion aSSoCiation

© Disney © Disney © Disney
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Other than Sudbury, Ont., Winnipeggers have the worst 
opinion of their city’s road conditions compared with any 
other major city in Canada, according to a nation-wide public 
opinion poll of municipal services.

A staggering 53% of Winnipeggers said they were “very 
dissatisfied” with the condition of their roads — more than 
double the national average of 25%.

And when you add in the number of respondents who said 
they were simply “dissatisfied” with the condition of their 
roads — 29% — the overall dissatisfaction rate soars to a 
pathetic 82%.

In other words, eight out of 10 Winnipeg adults think 
our roads suck, according to a Forum Research Inc. poll 
conducted in May.Only residents of Sudbury had a higher 
dissatisfaction rate of 87% when it came to roads.

In Edmonton, only 61% of respondents said their roads were 
lousy. The Ontario cities of Burlington and Oakville were tied 
with the fewest number of people dissatisfied with their 
roads at 31%.

We complain a lot about the condition of our streets in 
Winnipeg. And it’s not because we have a higher standard for 
roads than they do in cities like Oakville. We complain a lot 
about our roads because they really do suck. Big time.

Let’s face it, our roads are absolutely awful and 
embarrassing. You have to slow down to a crawl on some 
residential streets to mitigate long-term damage to the 
front-end of your vehicle.

According to the city’s own figures, the number of residential 
roads rated as “poor” has increased to 19.2%, up from 17.1% 
in 2005.

And no, this is not justification to raise the PST by one 
percentage point to give to municipalities more tax dollars 
for roads and infrastructure, as groups like the Manitoba 
Federation of Labour and the Business Council of Manitoba 
— which now have a love-affair with higher taxes — have 
been calling for.

The NDP’s executive is currently examining the proposal, 
which the party’s grassroots deferred at their annual 
convention in Winnipeg last weekend.

The solution to our pathetic road conditions is not to hike 
taxes. It’s to take the city’s existing revenues — including the 
myriad of revenue streams city hall already receives from 
the province — and plough those tax dollars into the city’s 
crumbling infrastructure.

What the city has been doing instead is using its growth 
revenues to increase the size of the bureaucracy and 
to spend in areas like subsidized housing, arts funding, 
social work and social services, which fall under provincial 
jurisdiction.

City council can’t really say the cupboards are bare when 
they can set aside $7 million for a privately-owned water 
park. Besides, they just raised property taxes for the second 
year in a row. Unfortunately, much of that will be used to 
grow the size of the city’s bureaucracy instead of improving 
the conditions of our streets.

City hall’s labour costs have increased 17% from 2006 to 
2010, according to the city’s 2010 financial report. That can 
hardly be described as “controlling spending.” There were 
400 more full-time equivalent people working for the city in 
2010 compared to 2006. That’s a problem.

What this survey tells us is that Winnipeg’s bad roads are 
not the imagination of the media or groups like CAA. The vast 
majority of Winnipeggers are saying in no uncertain terms 
that our streets are pathetic. It’s humiliating when people 
travel here from other cities, get off the plane and start 
driving down donkey-path roads like Berry Street and Ellice 
Avenue. It makes us look like a second-rate city, which we’re 
not. We could do so much better. 

Winnipeg Roads are the worst in Canada
Tom Brodbeck, Winnipeg Sun Editorial (June 10, 2012) 
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It's a boy! (# 3!) 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Bob Reidy, MHCA Chairman, and his 
wife Day Scarlett who welcomed their third baby boy into 
the world on Saturday June 9th.  Both mom and baby are 
doing great! Bob and Day now have three boys and are 
currently deciding on a name for their newest edition to 
the family

Bob Reidy

Toll Free 1-866-576-8099 
www.mazergroup.ca 

We offer a full line of 
Rugged, Reliable, Efficient 
Kawasaki Wheel Loaders 

 
15 Models—1 to 13.5 Cu Yd—45 to 720 HP 
Kawasaki is the most experienced  
manufacturer of articulated wheel  

loaders in the world.   
  Kawasaki.  One Focus.  Complete Solutions. 



5The Heavy News Weekly

Trade Confidence Rebounds
Peter G. Hall,  EDC Vice-President and Chief Economist 

If numbers don't lie, then Canada's recent trade statistics 
give cause for concern. Worries that world weakness would 
work its way into our export performance seem to be turning 
into reality. Are Canada's exporters discouraged? Quite the 
opposite - during the spring, the Trade Confidence Index (TCI) 
rebounded sharply. What's going on? 

Confidence among Canada's exporters has generally been 
strong in the post-recession period. It suffered a multi-
survey plunge well ahead of the recession, but by the fall 
of 2009 had climbed above previous peak levels. It floated 
in that upbeat zone for four successive surveys, but sunk 
back into recession territory last fall. Thankfully, this tumble 
was short-lived – the Index is right back to where it was a 
year ago, a level that's consistent with very decent growth in 
export activity. 

It's a relief, but does it make sense? Put in context, indeed it 
does. Last fall, exports were reacting to the gloomy global 
data that reflected the effects of successive early-2011 
natural disasters and political turmoil. These effects proved 
to be temporary, and world economic data improved. 
Moreover, at the time of the spring survey, things were also 
looking better in Europe. In large part, the rebound in the 
TCI was due to a sharp reversal of exporters' perceptions of 
world economic conditions. 

Higher confidence also squares with underlying trade 
strength. Recent weakness in overall export numbers 
is concentrated in oil and base metals, and is greatly 
influenced by weaker world prices. Aside from these shifts, 
export volumes are much more encouraging. Auto sector 

exports are up 13% thus far this year, and exports of heavy 
equipment and agri-food products are also sporting double-
digit gains. 

Increased confidence was evident across Canada and in all 
industry sectors. Among companies, medium-sized firms 
recorded the greatest gain in confidence in the spring survey. 
Hiring intentions are now higher than at any point since the 
spring of 2008. Respondents remain sensitive to the Loonie, 
but 97% now say that they are moderately or very prepared 
to deal with a parity dollar. 

Clearly, perceptions of the sovereign debt crisis in Europe 
have deteriorated since the survey, and anecdotal evidence 
suggests elevated concern among Canadian exporters. 
Moreover, additional commodity price weakness will further 
weigh on Canada's trade data in the coming weeks. However, 
a weaker Canadian dollar and lower commodity input costs 
will help to balance the scales as we move through the 
summer. 

While confidence indicators around the world are still 
registering post-recession gloom, the TCI bucks the trend, 
pointing to decent near-term export growth. Recent success 
in the US market is likely being augmented as Canadians 
diversify into new, faster-growing export markets. Almost 
two-thirds of respondents sell to more than one market, and 
while one in three companies has entered a new market in 
the past two years, over half intend to enter a new market in 
the coming two years. 

The bottom line? Canada has gone against the grain a lot 
lately – in public finances, banking, domestic demand – 
and now in optimism. Maybe our new national trend is a 
refreshing contrariness. 

 
This commentary is presented for informational purposes only. It is not intended to 

be a comprehensive or detailed statement on any subject and no representations or 

warranties, express or implied, are made as to its accuracy, timeliness or completeness. 

Nothing in this commentary is intended to provide financial, legal, accounting or tax 

advice nor should it be relied upon. Neither EDC nor the author is liable whatsoever for 

any loss or damage caused by, or resulting from, any use of or any inaccuracies, errors 

or omissions in the information provided.

Peter G. Hall
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Member Company to be 
Invoiced for tournament fees  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Team Captain’s Name  ______________________________________________________  Ph: _______________________________ 
 
**Email: ________________________________________________________________________  # on team ________ 
 
Other Golfers  2.  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    3.  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
    4.  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Visa / MC / AMX # __________________________________________________________________  Exp: _____________________ 
 
Signature  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Dinner Only ($50.00 / person all inclusive) ________________________________________  Invoice Tournament Fees: __________ 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Annual Golf Classic 

Wednesday August 8, 2012 |Elmhurst & Pine Ridge Golf Courses

REGISTRATION FEE ‐ $199.00 / person + gst 

10:30am – registration desk opens 

12:00 noon – shot gun start  DRESS CODE &  

PACE OF PLAY IN EFFECT

Four Person Texas Scramble includes: 
Green Fees & Motorized Cart 

An Assortment of Spectacular Contests 
Fabulous Chicken & Ribs Dinner 
Bus shuttle between courses 

before/after dinner 

Submit registrations ASAP by: 

FAX:   (204) 943‐2279   |     Email:  christine@mhca.mb.ca
REMINDER:   
The MHCA Events Committee will settle course placement by draw on August 1, 2012.  All golfers will be notified by fax or email (if you provide one on the 
registration form) about course location on August 3, 2012.  All team captains are responsible for notifying the rest of their team of course placement. 
 
Use this form to enter as many golfers as you wish.  If you are not registering a full team, the extra spaces will be filled by the tournament organizers.  As 
per MHCA Board Policy, only registrations cancelled at least 72 hours prior to the commencement of this event will be refunded. 
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          GOLF SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

MHCA Golf Classic – Wednesday August 8, 2012 
Elmhurst & Pine Ridge  Golf Courses 

Let us advertise your company and/or product at one of the largest and most popular golf tournaments for the heavy 
construction industry in Manitoba!  Don’t Miss Out! 

Fax completed form to (204) 943‐2279 or phone Christine at (204) 947‐1379 | christine@mhca.mb.ca 

FIRST COME…FIRST SERVED!! 
____  HOLE SPONSORSHIP 
  $375.00 + gst 
 

____  DUAL HOLE SPONSORSHIP 
  $625.00 + gst 
 

____  LONGEST DRIVE  
  $375.00 + gst (includes prize & sign) 
 

____  CLOSEST TO THE LINE  
  $375.00 + gst  (includes prize & sign) 
 

____  BALL IN THE WATER CONTEST 
  $375.00 + gst  (includes prize & sign) 
  ‐sink your ball in the water & enter a draw to win 
 

____  CLOSEST TO THE PIN 

  $375.00 + gst  (includes prize & sign) 
 

____  CHIPPING CONTEST 
  $375.00 + gst  (includes prize & sign) 

____  FREE PUTTING CONTEST 
  $375.00 + gst  / per course 
  (includes prize & sign) 
 

____  BUS TRANSPORTATION 

  $300.00 + gst / 2 buses 
               ‐donation towards bus shuttle between courses 
 

____  BEVERAGE CART / DRINK SPONSORSHIP  
  $950.00 + gst  / per course 
  ‐signage on 2 carts per course 
  ‐includes 1 drink per golfer 
 

____  GOLF CART SPONSORSHIP  
  $950.00 + gst per course 
  ‐windshield signage on each golf cart 
 

____  “TOURNAMENT BALL” CONTEST 
  $750.00 + gst  plus prize donation in excess of  
  $235.00 per course 
  ‐your corporate ball with logo for each team to use 

Sponsorship Recognition Includes: 
‐ Networking at one of the largest golf tournaments in Manitoba; 
‐ Exposure to over 320 private sector decision makers in the heavy construction industry; 
‐ Recognition in the facility, golf cart and dinner programs; 
‐ Recognition in the Manitoba Heavy Construction Association Heavy News Weekly – which is circulated to over 

1,000 companies plus stakeholders, associations across Manitoba, all Manitoba MP’s, MLA’s, City Councilors and 
agencies at all three levels of government throughout the province of Manitoba. 

Company:   _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Person: ____________________________________  Ph: ________________________  Fax: ____________________ 

Special Instructions: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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COR™ Certi�cation
SECOR / Small Employer Certi�cation

Customized Safety Manuals
Safety Bulletins/Talks

Safety Signage & Banners
Groundbreaking Safety Leadership

Self-Teach Manuals / e-Learning
CSO Designation

Heavy Construction Expo
Safe Roads/Winter Roads

Safety Consulting Services
Audit Readiness Services

Gold Seal Certi�cation
WORKSAFELY Certi�cation

Safety & Health Training
Safety Conference

Safety Program Reviews
Safety Auditor-Safety Coordinator Support

Manitoba’s

Heavy Construction
Safety & Health Source

Heavy Construction
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COR™ Auditor
COR™ Auditor Refresher

COR™ Leadership in Safety Excellence
COR™ Principles of Health and Safety Management

Disability and Claims Management
Worker Safety Orientation

Emergency Preparedness and Response
Environmental Awareness

Excavating and Trenching/Ground Disturbance
Hydraulic Safety Awareness
Fall Protection Awareness

Fatigue Risk Management System
Fire Extinguisher Training

First Aid/CPR
Back Injury Prevention

Chainsaw Operator Safety
Confined Space Entry Awareness

Confined Space Entry – Level 2
Gold Seal CSC – Prep Course

Hazard Assessment
Hearing Conservation/Sound Monitoring

Heavy Equipment Operator Training (HEOT)
Hoisting & Rigging

Incident Investigation
Inspection Training
Lock Out/Tag Out

National Safety Code
New Worker Orientation

Personal Protective Equipment
Prime Contractor

Road Builders Safety Training System
Scissor Lift Aerial Patform Operation

Lift Truck/Skid Steer
Supervisor Training

Toolbox Talks - Safety Talks
Traffic Control Coordinator

Train the Trainer
Flagperson

Transportation of Dangerous Goods
Violence and Harassment

WCB Basics
WHMIS

Winter Road Safety
Workplace Safety and Health Committee Training

Work Place Safety & Health Act 
& Regulation Training

CERTIFIED SAFETY 
PROGRAM

LEADERSHIP IN 
SAFETY EXCELLENCE

32779 MHCA FRONT covers.indd   5 11/15/11   8:57 AM

CERTIFIED SAFETY 
PROGRAM

PRINCIPLES OF 
HEALTH & SAFETY 

MANAGEMENT

32779 MHCA FRONT covers.indd   6 11/15/11   8:58 AM

CERTIFIED SAFETY 
PROGRAM

AUDITOR

32779 MHCA FRONT covers.indd   4 11/15/11   8:57 AM

www.mhca.mb.ca
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WEEKLY
TENDERS

MANITOBA HEAVY CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATION 
Unit 3 -1680 Ellice Ave. Winnipeg MB R3H OZ2 

Tel: (204) 947-1379 Fax: (204) 943 -2279 
MHCA News Bulletin is published weekly. Check our Website at www.mhca.mb.ca

June 14, 2012 
Manitoba Infrastructure & Transportation 

www.gov.mb.ca/tgs/contracts/tenders/index.html

TENDER NO. 6230 – GRADE WIDEN AND BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT 
Location: PTH 3, East Junction of PR 254 to South Junction of PTH 21 
Tender Availability: Currently available 
Tender Due: 12:00 Noon, June 19, 2012 
 
Owner: Infrastructure and Transportation   Phone: 945-3637 
The work involves construction of bituminous pavement on Provincial Trunk Highway 3 from the east junction of Provincial 
Road 254 to the south junction of Provincial Trunk Highway 21 for a total construction distance of approximately 22kms, in 
the Municipalities of Brenda and Winchester.   
Major items of work include: 
•	 53	500	t	of	Bituminous	Pavement,	Class	“B” 
•	 37	600	t	of	Granular	Base	Course,	Class	“A”	(Modified) 
•	 200	sta	of	Shoulder	Preparation

TENDER NO. 6230 – GRADE WIDEN AND BITUMINOUS PAVEMENT 
Location: PTH 3, East Junction of PR 254 to South Junction of PTH 21 
Tender Availability: Currently available 
Tender Due: 12:00 Noon, June 19, 2012 
 
Owner: Infrastructure and Transportation   Phone: 945-3637 
The work involves construction of bituminous pavement on Provincial Trunk Highway 3 from the east junction of Provincial 
Road 254 to the south junction of Provincial Trunk Highway 21 for a total construction distance of approximately 22kms, in 
the Municipalities of Brenda and Winchester.  
Major items of work include: 
•	 53	500	t	of	Bituminous	Pavement,	Class	“B” 
•	 37	600	t	of	Granular	Base	Course,	Class	“A”	(Modified) 
•	 200	sta	of	Shoulder	Preparation 
 
C.O. X05863 – BRUSH SPRAYING 
Location: PTH 6 – PTH 10 – PR 395 
Tender Availability: Currently available 
Tender Due: 12:00 Noon, June 22, 2012 
 
Owner: Infrastructure and Transportation   Fax: 677-6506 
The work involves Brush Spraying within the right of way on PTH 6 - PTH 10 – PR 395.

TENDER NO. 6231 – SHOO-FLY DETOUR 
Location: PTH 6 at Burnt Lake (North of Lundar) 
Tender Availability: Currently available 
Tender Due: 12:00 Noon, June 21, 2012 
 
Owner: Infrastructure and Transportation   Phone: 945-3637 
The work involves construction of a Shoo-Fly detour using crushed rock with granular base course and an asphalt surface 
treatment at Bridge Site No. 2783-00 approximately 6.8 km north of Lundar in the Municipality of Coldwell.   
Major items of work include: 
•	 15	000	t	of	Crushed	Rock,	125mm	Minus	(Limestone) 
•	 3	000	t	of	Granular	Base	Course,	Class	“A”)	(Limestone)
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TENDER NO. 6232 – FERRY LANDING MOORING STRUCTURES REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT  
Location: Split Lake and York Landing 
Tender Availability: Currently available 
Tender Due: 12:00 Noon, June 28, 2012 
 
Owner: Infrastructure and Transportation   Phone: 945-3637 
The work involves removal and replacement of the existing ferry landing mooring structure in the communities of Split Lake 
and York Landing.

City of Winnipeg  (As of June 14, 2012)  www.winnipeg.ca

TENDER NO. 384-2012 – PEMBINA HIGHWAY MILL AND FILL/ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR AND ASSOCIATED WORKS 
Tender Availability: Currently availableTender  
Due: 12:00 Noon, June 21, 2012 
Owner: City of Winnipeg     Phone: 986-2491

TENDER NO. 345-2012 – SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF A SCISSOR LIFT 
Tender Availability: Currently available 
Tender Due: 4:00 PM, June 26, 2012 
Owner: City of Winnipeg     Phone: 986-2492

TENDER NO. 429-2012 – WAVERLEY WEST ARTERIAL ROADS PROJECT PART II (B) WAVERLEY STREET EXTENSION – TIM SALE 
DRIVE TO THE FUTURE KENASTON BOULEVARD 
Tender Availability: Currently available 
Tender Due: 4:00 PM, June 26, 2012 
Owner: City of Winnipeg     Phone: 986-2491    

Flood Projects  - No tenders this week

Other

M.W.S.B. No. 1076 – R.M. OF PIPESTONE COMMUNITIES OF CROMER AND SINCLAIR CURB STOPS & SERVICE PACKAGES 2012 
Sealed tenders, will be received by the undersigned at The Manitoba Water Services Board, Imperial Square, 2022 Currie Blvd, 
Box 22080, Brandon, R7A 6Y9 up to 11:00 AM on June 22, 2012 for the following works: 

Supply and installation of 44 curb stops and 55 service connection material packages, and related appurtenances all located 
in the Communities of Cromer and Sinclair in the Rural Municipality of Pipestone. Phone: 726-6076

WEEKLY
TENDERS
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~	Indicates	an	MHCA	Safety	Program	“COR”	Certified	Company 
MANITOBA HEAVY CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATION - 3-1680 Ellice Avenue, Winnipeg MB R3H OZ2 

Tel: (204) 947-1379 Fax: (204) 943-2279  Email: brenda@mhca.mb.ca

June 14 2012

TENDER NO. 6225 – CONCRETE REHABILITAITON PTH 75 US BORDER TO RIVIERE AUX MARAIS (S/B) (US BORDER TO 
LETELLIER)  
Closing: June 7, 2012 
Results: 
*Nelson River Construction Inc.~     $5,537,475.00 
*Borland Construction Inc.~     $6,166,165.00 
*Maple Leaf Construction Ltd.~     $6,805,765.00

TENDER NO. 6227 – SUPPLY OF PRECAST PRESTRESSED CONCRETE GIRDERS FOR A BRIDGE OVER BOWSMAN RIVER ON PTH 
10  
Closing: June 7, 2012 
Results: 
Armtec        $358,920.00 
*Lafarge Precast~      $494,688.00

TENDER NO. 6228 – MICRO-SURFACING SPOT TREATMENT PTH 1, BRANDON-GRISWOLD-VIRDEN, EMULSIFIED ASPHALT 
SLURRY SEAL PTH 2 SOURIS 
Closing: June 12, 2012 
Results: 
*Nelson River Construction Inc.~     $1,066,560.00 
West-Can Seal Coating Inc.     $1,362,760.00

TENDER NO. 6229 – STRUCTURE REHABILITATION AND SUPERSTRUCTURE REPLACEMENT AT BOWSMAN RIVER ON PTH 10 
Closing: June 12, 2012 
Results: 
Minty’s Moving       $1,779,516.00 
Sharp Bridges       $1,781,096.90 
Armcon        $2,559,085.60 
Surespan Construction      $2,582,109.11 
*M.D. Steele Construction     $2,981,971.47 
 
City of Winnipeg  (As of June 14, 2012) www.winnipeg.ca 

No results this week

TENDER
RESULTS


