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Almost two out of three Manitobans support a one per cent 
municipal sales tax if funds are guaranteed to be spent 
on infrastructure, a poll by the Association of Manitoba 
Municipalities has found.

The 64 per cent in favour of the tax is an increase of 10 per 
cent from a similar poll in 2008.

The poll, conducted for the AMM, which has been pushing 
for the tax, shows the public understands there is a growing 
infrastructure deficit in the province. One study maintains 
the infrastructure deficit in Manitoba has reached $11 billion 
-- $10,000 for every Manitoban.

"It's saying people are maybe ready to have another tax 
dedicated to infrastructure for the repair of infrastructure: 
roads, bridges, water, sewer, rec facilities," said Doug 
Dobrowolski, AMM president

Most municipalities across the province need infrastructure 
upgrades. In the RM of Gimli, the crumbling sewer and water 
system built in 1957 costs $100,000 per year just to patch 
up. But water-line replacement in the Town of Gimli would 
be a $10-million project, and $34 million for rural residents of 
the RM, Dobrowolski said.

The study found Manitobans aged 55 years and over more 
favourable to a municipal sales tax (74 per cent) versus those 
aged 18-34 (56 per cent.)

According to the AMM, a one per cent municipal sales tax 
would generate about $240 million to help deal with the 
infrastructure deficit. Infrastructure also came out on top 
when respondents were asked to choose one of five areas 
that needed dedicated tax revenue most. Infrastructure was 
chosen by 44 per cent of respondents, compared to 27 per 
cent for health care and 11 per cent for education. Men are 
more likely than women (52 per cent versus 36 per cent) to 
favour infrastructure.
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Truckers Rolling on 17 Winter Roads (continued from page 1)

Dobrowolski said a patchwork one per cent increase, left to each municipality, wouldn't work, and the province has 
acknowledged that. "It would need to be levied across the province," he said.

AMM directors will be meeting with mayors and reeves for a series of meetings in March to decide what to do next. Premier 
Greg Selinger has told them he's not interested in a new tax.

The Probe Research survey was conducted online by an online panel of 2,736 people last November, of whom 24 per cent 
responded. As per guidelines established by the Marketing Intelligence and Research Association (MRIA), no margin of error is 
given for this online survey.

View the summary of the AMM survey on our website at www.mhca.mb.ca

our members asked...we listened.
Your HeavY ConstruCtion event is Here!

Building WORKFORCE 
Excellence

eXPo is the first ever annual conference based entirely 
upon the educational, vocational, attraction and retention, 
leadership, and safety skill set human resource needs of the 
heavy construction industry in Manitoba. 

eXPo will focus on three main course streams: 

Workforce Development »
Leadership and Professional Development »
Construction Safety Excellence™ »

eXPo will feature dynamic keynote speakers, classroom 
instruction, hands-on training, panel discussions, interactive 
workshops and accredited curriculum.

to register visit www.mhca.mb.ca

MaRCh 20-22, 2012 — WinnipEg COnvEntiOn CEntRE

hosted by:

Over 400 Delegates Already Registered!

The MHCA Welcomes New Members!
Wiebe's Trenching Ltd.
Lorraine Keen
Box 1711
Morden, MB  R6M 1B6
Ph: (204) 822-4951
Fax: (204) 822-3983

Email: wiebes@mts.net
Web: Coming soon
Additional Information:  Installation of all utilities including 
but not limited to the following by means of directional 
drilling: cable plowing, fibre and cable installation, sewer & 
water installation, piplines, fibre jetting, and Hydro utilities.
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BREAKFAST WITH LEADERS 
CITY OF WINNIPEG WATER & WASTE CAPITAL PROGRAM 
PRESENTATION
Date: Wednesday March 7, 2012

Location: Victoria Inn Winnipeg (1808 Wellington Avenue)

Room: Carlton Room

Registration: 7:30am

Hot breakfast: 7:45am

Presentation: 8:00am

Price: $35.00 + GST per person

Contact Christine Miller at 947-1379 or by email at christine@mhca.mb.ca to register!

There will be a Jets ticket draw for the March 14th game - must attend to win!

Statistics Canada says despite a high unemployment rate, 
there were about a quarter of a million job vacancies during the 
summer months last year.

Among the 10 industrial sectors analyzed, educational services 
had the highest ratio of vacancies at 10 to one, followed by 
construction and manufacturing.

The government agency says on average there were 248,000 job vacancies during the third quarter of 2011, the three-month 
period ending in September.

During the time, the unemployment rate ranged from 7.1 per cent to 7.3 per cent, but has since worsened to 7.5 per cent.

The data shows there was one vacancy for every 3.3 people looking for jobs in the third quarter.

Vacancy rates were highest in the economically better-off provinces, Saskatchewan and Alberta, and lowest in Prince Edward 
Island.

Among the 10 industrial sectors analyzed, educational services had the highest ratio of vacancies at 10 to one, followed by 
construction and manufacturing.

Construction had one of highest job vacancy rates: Statistics Canada
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Courtesy of The Daily Commercial News

Though the Construction Sector Council loses its 
federal government funding in March 2013, its 
executive director described this year as an “exciting 
time.”

“It’s kind of exciting, in some respects, to really look 
at the industry and make sure that we’re providing 
what it wants and to have it talk about what that 
could look like,” said Rosemary Sparks, executive 
director of the Construction Sector Council (CSC).

Last June, the federal government announced 
that it would be phasing out core funding for 35 
various sector councils across Canada, including 
the CSC. The government has said it will replace 
sector councils by developing a new system that will 
offer similar labour market information through a 
website.

Sparks said it’s currently business as usual at the 
CSC. It currently is producing its next Labour Market 
Information (LMI) forecast to be released in February. The CSC is also continuing to run its e-learning centre and developing 
other initiatives already underway.

Sparks is hopeful that new opportunities could emerge and they could continue to modify as the industry requires. She said 
they are always looking for new things that can be done in an LMI and exploring possibilities for short, medium and long-
term information.

The CSC is working with industry to develop a plan for after its funding ends in order to understand what services 
construction wants them to provide. The LMI is clearly the driving force, said Sparks.

“When the funding cuts were announced, it became clear that many segments of the industry were really concerned about 
the LMI and the loss of that information, particularly now, when it’s a fairly busy time in many provinces and we have the 
looming issue of retirements,” she said, adding that managing those requirements is going to be a significant issue for the 
industry.

“That’s the time when industry really needs the data to be planning for the future. They expressed their concerns about this 
and they really are interested in ensuring that we continue on with it.”

The CSC will have government funding until March 2013, so the organization assures it will produce forecasts for 2012 and 
2013.

In addition to LMI, Sparks would like to see the CSC’s e-learning continue past the funding.

“There’s been a lot of investment, both of dollars and industry expertise to develop the courses,” she said.

Sparks said they’re currently working through many details and examining what an inclusive model for industry could look 
like. She said it’s possible that funding could come from both government and industry. The CSC will be meeting in Edmonton 
at the end of January to iron out details and work through some challenges. She said so far discussions have gone well.

“I’m hopeful that over the next few months we’ll be able to finalize an approach and talk to the industry about it.”

Construction Sector Council carries on despite federal funding cut
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Bid Protest Bulletin | Paul Emanuelli

The legal defensibility of a low bid bypass decision will 
depend on the transparency of the factors relied on by the 
owner.

For example, in its decision in Tercon Contractors Ltd. v. 
British Columbia, the British Columbia Supreme Court held 
that preferences for factors other than price were acceptable, 
as long as those preferences were disclosed in the tender 
call.

The case involved a highway construction project on 
Vancouver Island.

The low bidder, who proposed using steel to build the bridge, 
was bypassed in favour of a higher bid due to the Ministry 
of Transportation and Highway’s undisclosed preference for 
concrete.

The low bidder sued, alleging that it should have been 
awarded the contract.

The court agreed, finding that the concrete preference should 
have been disclosed.

The court found that if the ministry preferred concrete 
even where that material was more expensive, then this 
preference “should have been quantified and the defendant 
ought to have informed all bidders that the concrete 
alternative would be preferred and by how much.”

The court found that the ministry’s failure to disclose 
this evaluation factor amounted to the use of a hidden 
preference, which “in effect incorporated an implied term 
with respect to its preference for concrete without giving 
notice to all bidders.”

This undisclosed preference for concrete resulted in an unfair 
advantage to the winning bidder.

The ministry appealed, but the decision was upheld by the 
British Columbia Court of Appeal.

The plaintiff was ultimately awarded more than $1 million in 
lost profit damages due to the ministry’s hidden evaluation 
preference.

In contrast, in its decision in W.I.B. Co. Construction v. 
Central Okanagan School District No. 23, the British Columbia 
Supreme Court found that the owner was entitled to bypass 
the low bidder, due to concerns with that bidder’s proposed 
site supervisor.

The case involved a tender call for the construction of a 
school.

The court agreed that it is improper to disqualify a low bidder 
due to undisclosed criteria:

An owner may not arbitrarily or capriciously refuse to award 

Contract B to the lowest bidder since this would undermine 
the bidding system that has been developed over the years.

It is quite improper for an owner to disqualify a bidder on 
criteria not disclosed in the Call for Tenders.

However, the court disagreed with the plaintiff’s assertion 
that the owner’s concerns over the proposed site supervisor 
constituted an improper hidden evaluation factor:

The defendants’ position is simply that the plaintiff’s 
proposed site supervision was so deficient that W.I.B. Co. 
was not a qualified bidder.

The defendants go on to say that this decision was not 
made on the basis of some undisclosed term, but rather 
from a concern about site supervision, which must have 
been evident to all bidders from the stipulation contained in 
the tendering documents that the name and resume of the 
proposed site superintendent had to be submitted with the 
bid.

Although the tender documents do not explicitly say so, it is 
reasonable to expect a bidder to recognize that the identity 
of the site superintendent would be an important factor in 
determining whether a bid was qualified.

This decision illustrates how an owner is entitled to depart 
from industry norms when making contract award decisions, 
so long as it discloses the additional evaluation criteria it 
will rely on and applies those criteria in a fair and objective 
fashion.

In the specific situation, the district’s request for information 
regarding the bidder’s proposed supervisor was found to be 
sufficient to negate any assertions of hidden criteria.

Paul Emanuelli's procurement law practice focuses on 
all aspects of the tendering cycle including bid dispute 
resolution.

When low bidders sue over contracts
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Join CCA in Savannah for the 94th Annual Conference
CCA Annual Conference Registration Now Open

Canadian Construction Association’s (CCA) 
annual conferences offer unparalleled 
opportunities for professional development 
and networking for everyone involved in 
construction, not to forget a healthy dose of 
having fun and relaxing with friends old and 
new.

The 2012 conference will be held in Savannah, 
Georgia; a city known for its natural beauty, 
historic houses, restaurants specializing in 
southern cuisine, galleries, shops and the world’s 
second largest St. Patrick’s Day parade. Whether 
golfing, playing tennis or chillaxing at the 
conference hotel’s spa or poolside, or discovering 
the city on your own or registering for one of the 
numerous organized tours, Savannah truly has 
something to offer to everyone.

The theme of the 2012 CCA annual conference 
is The Changing Face of Construction. The 
program includes a keynote speech on Canada 
and Canadians in the Changing World by CBC 
News Chief Correspondent Peter Mansbridge 
as well as 15 business and general interest 
sessions that are sure to provoke discussion 
and identify solutions for thriving in our ever-
changing industry. The CCA conference is also 
an opportunity for all delegates to attend the 
various CCA committee, council and forum 
meetings as well as the CCA Annual General 
Meeting.

Register online at www.cca-acc.com/
en/annual-conference.

C A N A D I A N  C O N S T R U C T I O N  A S S O C I A T I O N ’ S  
9 4 T H  A N N U A L  C O N F E R E N C E

M A R C H  11 – 1 6, 2 0 12

Register online at www.cca-acc.com/en/annual-conference

the changing face of construction
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Workshop on Barrier Systems 

March 29, 2012 Featured Speaker:  Dr. R. Kerry Rowe – Queen’s University

Hilton Hotel Winnipeg Designing & Constructing Lining Systems

Environmental Engineering
Designing and constructing a lining system is continuously changing and can be a challenging task to implement.  This 
workshop sponsored by Terrafix Geosynthetics and Brock White will benefit engineering consultants, designers, and owners 
to review current lining technology and to develop solutions to design and construction challenges.  The workshop will deal 
with the design of “barrier systems” which separate waste from the surrounding environment and which are intended to 
prevent contamination of both groundwater and surface waters.  The key speaker will discuss all key aspects of the design of 
barrier systems, including leachate collection, natural barrier such as clayey aquitards, clay liners, geosynthetic clay liners,
geomembranes and composite liners, providing state-of-the-art work of reference of great value to engineers and 
environmentalists alike. 

The presentation will include an update on an extensive site research being done at Queen’s University. 

Featured Speaker: Dr. R. Kerry Rowe, FREng, FRSC, FCAE, P.Eng.
Dr. Rowe has been the author of more than 500 publications and has extensive research and consulting experience in 
geosynthetics and geoenvironmental engineering.  His research has involved evaluation of geosynthetics (geotextile, 
geomembrane, and geosynthetic clay liners) for many barrier applications including covers and liners for landfills, 
containment spills, lagoons, and most recently mining applications.  Dr. Rowe is a past-president of the Canadian 
Geotechnical Society, the Engineering Institute of Canada, and the International Geosynthetics Society. 

Date:  Thursday March 29, 2012     Where:  Hilton Hotel 
Time:  Registration & Continental Breakfast 7:30am-8:15am   1800 Wellington Avenue 
Workshop: 8:15am to 12pm (lunch to follow).     Winnipeg, MB 
Cost:  $20.00        

RSVP:  by March 19, 2012 / Garry McFarlane   LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE 
email or fax: gmcfarlane@brockwhite.com / 204-694-0800  Classroom style seating - Limited seating. 
Phone:  204-694-3600 / Garry McFarlane 
Mail:  Brock White / 879 Keewatin Street R2X 2S7 

Registration Form for Designing & Constructing Lining Systems – March 29th, 2012 
Registration Fee: $20.00 per seat - Registration deadline is prior to March 19th and/or sell out. 

Name: _______________________________________  Title: _________________________________ 

Organization or Company: _________________________  Address: ______________________________ 

City: _________________________________________  Phone: _______________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________  Visa or MC accepted. 

Please return registration form with fee to: Brock White / 879 Keewatin Street, Winnipeg, MB, R2X 2S7
Please make cheque attention to the sponsor of the workshop: Brock White. 
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Mexico: High Stakes Situation
By Peter Hall, Vice-President and Chief Economist of 
Export Development Canada

Much has been said in recent years about 
the promising Mexican economy. It is often 
mentioned in the same breath as the mighty 
BRICS, given Mexico’s increased international 
focus in the past quarter-century. This has 
paid great dividends, but has exposed Mexico 
to today’s wobbly world economy. Does global 
uncertainty threaten to render the promise 
hollow?

Thus far, Mexico’s stats remain impressive. 
Third-quarter GDP surprised on the high 
side, rising 5.3 per cent at annual rates. 
Growth was broadly based, and came in 
spite of persistent declines in oil production. 
Manufacturing activity is powering industrial 
production, and solid export growth lifted 
the trade balance to a small surplus in 
December. Steady economic growth lowered 
the unemployment rate below the 5 per cent 
marker in the fourth quarter of 2011, and the 
trend is decidedly downward. Inflation is creeping upward, 
but all things considered, the economy looks in good shape.

A quick visit to Mexico last week revealed internal concern 
that European weakness will undermine the strong 
momentum. Mexicans are acutely aware of the damage 
fiscal imprudence can cause, given their own difficulties 
in the 1980s, and the mid-1990s peso crisis is still a fresh 
memory. The worry is not so much about direct effect; like 
Canada, Mexico is baffled by the recent success of its exports 
in Europe. Fears are centred on the indirect effect of Europe 
undermining US momentum and by extension weakening 
Mexican exports – the key source of recent growth. Hopes 
are high that the upcoming G20 meeting in Los Cabos will 
make progress in resolving the debt and financial crisis.

A related concern is the outcome of the US election. Slowing 
growth stateside could influence the focus of the debate, and 
rekindle protectionist sentiment. Such uncertainty is known 
to delay current investments in favour of a wait-and-see 
stance.

Not all the threats are external. Mexico itself is headed to 
the polls on July 1, a process that is known to delay business 
activity as electioneering consumes a large amount of 
political energy. Candidates are releasing economic plans 
that appear to encourage the economy along its current 

path, but the details will not likely be known until campaign 
momentum increases in the coming weeks.

Mexico is further threatened by recent intensification of a 
perennial problem – crime and corruption. Despite efforts by 
the current regime to contain and reduce crime and violence, 
activities have spread regionally and anecdotal evidence 
suggests that multinational corporations are feeling the 
effects.

Heightened threats to international investments in Mexico 
are always untimely, but perhaps moreso at present. With 
Chinese labour costs rising significantly, international 
business is scanning the globe for investment locations 
that have abundant labour of various skill levels. This has 
only been enhanced by aging of the population, which has 
developed economies and even key emerging markets 
increasing future investment plans. Mexico is a logical suitor, 
but increased instability is a key threat to attracting this new 
global wave of outward investment.

The bottom line?

Mexico is potentially on the verge of a new growth phase. It 
also faces key threats, some that it can influence, others that 
it can’t. Best to work on the former, and capture that growth.
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Training Schedule

Rural Manitoba Training
January 9-13 Flin Flon, MB
January 23-25 Riverton, MB
Jan. 30 - Feb. 1 Brandon, MB
Call the MHCA Office for more details!

MARCH 2012
March 2 First Aid 1 - CPR
March 5-6 COR™ Leadership
March 7 COR™ Principles
March 8-9 Train the Trainer
March 14 WHMIS (1/2 day AM)/ TDG (1/2 day PM)

March 15 COR™ Auditor Refresher
March 16 Excavating & Trenching (1/2 day AM)

March 16 Flagperson (1/2 day PM)

March 26 Safe Work Procedures
March 27 Prime Contractor
March 28 Back Injury Prevention
March 28 Fatigue Management
March 29 Safety Administration (1/2 day AM)

March 29 Toolbox Talks (1/2 day PM)

FEBRUARY 2012
February 6-7 Train the Trainer
February 8 WHMIS (1/2 day AM)/ TDG (1/2 day PM)

February 9 COR™ Auditor Refresher
February 10 Excavating & Trenching (1/2 day AM)

February 10 Flagperson (1/2 day PM)

February 13-14 COR™ Leadership
February 15 COR™ Principles
February  16-17 COR™ Auditor
February 21 Safe Work Procedures
February 22 Prime Contractor
February 23 Back Injury Prevention
February 24 Safety Administration (1/2 day AM)

February 24 Toolbox Talks (1/2 day PM)

Register by:

Email: safety@mhca.mb.ca »

Fax: 204-943-2279 »

Cancellation Policy: 
The WoRkSafely policy states cancellation must be made at least two business days in advance, 
otherwise full course fee charge will apply.

www.mhca.mb.ca

Customized training is available for your specific requirements. 
Call the WoRkSafely office at (204) 947-1379 for more information.

REMINDER: 
WORkSAFELY requires at least six people 

registered to deliver the course. 

Construction Safety Excellence™




